
November 5
 8:00 am     
 Membership Committee Meeting 
 Zoom Conference 

November 10
 6:00 pm     
 Chamber Recognition Dinner 
 Ali Ghan Shrine Club 

November 12
 8:00 am     
 Education Committee Meeting 
 Zoom Conference 

November 16
 8:00 am 
 Leadership Allegany! Alumni Mtg.
 Zoom Conference 

November 17
 8:00 am 
 Leadership Allegany! 
 Steering Committee Meeting   
 Zoom Conference

November 18
 8:00 am     
 Economic Development Com. Mtg. 
 Zoom Conference 

November 19
 11:30 am     
 Board of Directors Meeting 
 Zoom Conference

December 3
 8:00 am     
 Membership Committee Meeting 
 Zoom Conference

 Noon
 Annual Membership Meeting 
 Cumberland Country Club

November Calendar 

“�e riskiest thing we can do is just main-
tain the status quo.” — Bob Iger

One of the more annoying terms being 
overused right now is “new normal”. What 
is normal? Those in business have long 
understood that change is constant. If you 
don’t change and adapt, you fail. �ere is no 
doubt that COVID has forced much change 
but in many ways, it’s change long overdue. 
Many innovative and creative processes 
developed to deal with recent challenges 
will stay in place and be further refined. 
Critical infrastructure needs like expanded 
broadband and technology upgrades have 
been emphasized and must be a focus. It is 
not an option. I have always found it some-
what ironic that one of the reasons Allegany 
County is on the map is because of trans-
portation infrastructure like the C&O 
Canal, the National Road and Rail yet we 
are now way behind in developing the 
needed infrastructure of today. What else 
do we need to happen to prove the time is 
long overdue for taking this needed infra-
structure to another level? We cannot grow 
without it.

As another election season comes to a close, 
I am reminded once again that we cannot 
love jobs but hate job creators. Economics, 
Economics, Economics. If we want jobs and 
increased population, we need to support 
job creators. We cannot continue to vilify 
successful individuals and businesses who 
have taken the risk to start and maintain 
what employs us, our friends and neighbors. 
Continued attempts at unreasonable regu-
latory and tax burdens are no way to incent 

Executive Director

business creation and growth. 
We must use everything in our 
power to encourage entrepre-
neurship and make starting and 
running a business as easy as 
possible. If our businesses are 
successful, we are successful, our 
community is successful.

�e Chamber has the pleasure of honoring 
its 2020 Business Award winners at its 33rd 
Annual Outstanding Business Recognition 
Dinner on November 10 at the Ali Ghan 
Shrine Club. The awardees are UPMC 
Western Maryland, Business of the Year, 
Donny & Kristan Carter, Entrepreneurial 
Spirit, and DelFest, LLC, Community Service. 
�e 2020 Western Maryland Junior Chamber 
of Commerce (Jaycees) Outstanding Young 
Professional, Andrea Lowery, will also 
be recognized at the dinner. More perfect 
examples of what is good about Allegany 
County. Tickets are still available. We look 
forward to seeing you there.

�ank you to the Chamber Expo Committee 
chaired by Kathy Diehl, Allegany College of 
Maryland, for their hard work on Chamber’s 
Marketplace Expo 2020 – A Chamber “After 
Hours” for Everyone. Thank you also to 
Platinum Sponsors ACT 1st Federal Credit 
Union, M&T Bank, and Rocky Gap Casino 
Resort, Gold Sponsors Allegany Coal and 
Land Company, Positive Transitions, LLC 
and UPMC Western Maryland, the Vendors, 
and to all who attended the event. Your 
enthusiasm and support of the Chamber and 
its members is greatly appreciated.

I will leave a part of my heart at the Bell 
Tower Building. I have loved my time serving 
you. �e Chamber is not Stu, Krista or even 
Peg. �e Chamber is you, the membership, 
and you make a di�erence. �ank you.

One star�sh at a time!

 Stu Czapski
 Executive Director
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Bell Tower Building

Cumberland, MD 21502

Annual Business
Recognition Dinner

Tuesday, November 10, 2020      
Cocktails:  6:00 pm 

Dinner 7:00 pm
Ali Ghan Shrine Club

Annual Membership 
Meeting

�ursday, December 3, 2020      
Noon

Cumberland Country Club

NOTE:  If social distancing guidelines 
continue as they are, committee meetings 
will be held via Zoom as needed.



Special thanks to our Platinum Sponsors:
ACT 1st Federal Credit Union, M & T Bank, 

and Rocky Gap Casino Resort
and our Gold Sponsors

Allegany Coal and Land Company,
Positive Transitions, LLC and
UPMC Western Maryland. 













Allegany County Teacher of the Year

�e Allegany County Chamber of Commerce recently presented 
a 2020-2021 Allegany County Teacher of the Year plaque to 
Stacey Bradley, South Penn Elementary School. Presenting the 
plaque, on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce, was Ms. Autumn 
Becker, Vice-Chair of the Chamber’s Education Committee. 

Ms. Bradley has a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood/
Elementary Education and a Master’s Degree in Reading, both 
from Frostburg State University. Currently, she is a reading 
teacher at South Penn Elementary School. Stacey facilitates the 
Instructional Consultation Team, chairs the Reading Team, 
and serves as a representative on the Leadership Team. She also 
takes a huge part in school and community efforts to spread 
the message of drug awareness. In addition, Stacey serves as the 
Superintendent of the Sunday School at Barton Presbyterian 
Church.  

 

On October 6, the Leadership Allegany! 
Alumni enjoyed an informative tour of the 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church and Tunnels.  
The church is a landmark we pass almost 
daily and take for granted its historical im-
pact on Allegany County. �e alumni were 
educated by Mr. Ron Growden, who is a 
wealth of knowledge about the birth of the 
City of Cumberland, the fort (Fort Cum-
berland) that existed before the church, the 
use of the tunnels for both the military and 
later as a stop on the underground railroad 
and the church building itself. Mrs. Terry 

Michels, Class of 2006, also enlightened the 
group of the church’s future projects and 
their impact on tourism and economic 
development. After the tour, the alumni 
were welcomed to Dig Deep Brewery and 
Charis Winery for tours and tastings with 
dinner delivered by Oscar’s Restaurant. �e 
alumni wish to thank Dig Deep and Charis 
owners, Rob Dettinburn and Chuck Park, 
for opening during normally closed business 
hours to host us. �e Leadership Allegany! 
Alumni Committee meets monthly to plan 
educational and informational opportunities 

for our alumni members. We welcome 
alumni to attend our monthly meetings or 
if you have ideas for tours, new adventures, 
or learning opportunities, please email Peg 
McKenzie at peg@alleganycountychamber.
com. 

The next Leadership Allegany! Alumni 
event will be a tour of the new Locust Post 
Brewery scheduled for Saturday, November 
14, 2020 at 2:00 pm. Watch your email for 
additional information.  

Leadership Allegany! Alumni Event



Stuart C. Czapski, Executive Director 

Allegany County Chamber of Commerce 2020 O�cers 
Chairwoman:  Nicole R. Wig�eld      
First Vice Chairman:  Je�ery D. O’Neal
Second Vice Chairman:  Robert A. Godfrey
Immediate Past Chairman:  Scott C. Pfei�er
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�e Allegany County Chamber of Commerce Leadership Allegany! 
Rising program recently held an orientation for the twenty-two 
participants who are participating in this year’s program.  Leadership 
Allegany! Rising, which is modeled after the Chamber’s very successful 
Leadership Allegany! program, is dedicated to providing positive 
change by creating a network of future leaders committed to impacting 
their community.   

The participants, all high school juniors, are from Allegany High 
School, Bishop Walsh School, Calvary Christian Academy, the Center 
for Career and Technical Education, Fort Hill High School, and 
Mountain Ridge High School.  In a forum of open discussion and 
interaction class members gain the knowledge and motivation to e�ect 
positive change within the region. Class members cover topics such 
as healthcare, social services, government, economic development, 
business careers and higher education.  

Participating in the program are:
 Sydney Bearinger, Bishop Walsh School
 Hailee Clawson, Center for Career and Technical Education
 Joel Clise, Calvary Christian Academy
 Kolby Custer, Fort Hill High School
 Adrienne Dale, Bishop Walsh School
 Ben Green, Calvary Christian Academy
 Josh Howsare, Calvary Christian Academy
 Lillian Jackson, Allegany High School
 Kyah Lee, Calvary Christian Academy
 Haley Llewellyn, Mountain Ridge High School
 Saylor Miller, Mountain Ridge High School
 Brooklyn Noel, Fort Hill High School 
 Grace O’Baker, Mountain Ridge High School
 Avery Painter, Center for Career and Technical Education
 Brianna Palasik, Center for Career and Technical Education
 Emilia Porter, Mountain Ridge High School 
 Kathryn Schram, Allegany High School 
 Cadence Simpson, Fort Hill High School
 Abigayle Spangler, Fort Hill High School
 Oliver Tesar, Bishop Walsh School
 Olivia �omas, Allegany High School
 Catherine Vassiliadi, Bishop Walsh School 
�e program is proudly sponsored by AT&T, Bella, LLC, Leadership 
Allegany! and Mr. James “Snake” Robertson.  
  

Notice of Annual Meeting
of the Allegany County Chamber of Commerce

Thursday, December 3, 2020
Cumberland Country Club

Noon
$20.00 per person

The Nominating Committee, chaired by Karen 
Johnson, UPMC Western Maryland, has recommended 
the following candidates to serve a three-year term on 
the Board of Directors:

Patrick W. Buck, CBIZ Insurance Services 
Kristan S. Carter, �e Toasted Goat Winery

Robert W. Collette, Jr., Cumberland Healthcare Center

Stephen R. McBride, American Woodmark Corporation

Kristi N. Minnigh, Kristi Otto Allstate Insurance Agency

Rebecca L. Ruppert, Allegany College of Maryland 

According to the Chamber By-Laws, “additional names 
of candidates for directors can be nominated by petition 
bearing the genuine signature of at least �ve (5) quali�ed 
members of the Chamber. Such petition shall be �led with 
the Nominating Committee after notice has been given 
of the names of those nominated. �e determination 
of the Nominating Committee as to the legality of the 
petition(s) shall be �nal.” �e deadline for submitting 
write-in candidates is Monday, November 30, 2020. 

Elections will be held at the beginning of the 
luncheon.  

IMPORTANT!  
At the Annual Meeting on December 3rd

your vote is important to the candidates.  
In order for your company to cast its full share of votes, 

the correct names of your designated representatives
must be on �le at the Chamber o�ce.  

If you are in doubt about who your voting representatives 
are please direct your veri�cation and/or changes of 

your voting representatives to Peg McKenzie or 
Krista Llewellyn at the Chamber o�ce – 301-722-2820.
 

Class of 2021


