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Greetings from the Allegany County Chamber of Commerce,

Since our establishment in 1906, we have been proudly serving
businesses of all sizes in Allegany County, marking our enduring
commitment to the local business community, a legacy
unmatched by any other Chamber in the state of Maryland. As we embark on a new year, we
invite you to delve into the core of our purpose and impact.

At the heart of our mission is advocacy—we stand as a vocal and recognized representative for
businesses. Our vision is succinct: "we serve as an advocate and recognized voice for business."
Complementing this, our mission statement declares, "we will serve as a valued investment and
resource for the business community through leadership, advocacy, education, and networking."

As a Chamber, we empower businesses with a voice in local and state government, providing
crucial support throughout their journey, from inception and expansion to navigating the
intricate landscape of entrepreneurship. Your membership is the catalyst behind this support,
fostering an environment where businesses not only survive but flourish.

Change is an inevitable companion on our journey. A stroll through downtown Cumberland
today may evoke questions about its transformation. Yet, within the debris lies the promise of a
vibrant future. Some businesses are already sowing the seeds of this transformation. Amidst the
construction, Centre Street hums with activity, restaurants buzz with patrons, and once-deserted
buildings breathe new life as vibrant spaces for business and residence. The renaissance of
downtown Cumberland, reminiscent of its storied past, is on the horizon, a testament to the
resilience of our community.

Our Chamber, too, has witnessed change. This year, our esteemed Executive Assistant, Peg
McKenzie, bid farewell after 34 years of dedicated service. While she is irreplaceable, we embrace
the future by investing in technology to enhance operational efficiency. This ensures that our
dedicated staff can focus on what matters most - serving you.

Throughout our history, we've weathered pandemics, world wars, economic shifts, and political
landscapes. Yet, we endure. This Annual Report is not just a retrospective glance; it is a testament
to the ongoing commitment to serve and support our members. As we navigate the present and
venture into the future, we invite you to explore this report, trusting it provides valuable insights
into our dedication to the well-being and prosperity of the Allegany County business community.

Thank you for your unwavering support, membership, and involvement. Together, we shape a
future that echoes the strength of our past and resonates well into the years ahead.
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Potomac Valley Hospltal

Business of the Year

Carl & Jane Belt
Community Service Award
Micheal Harris

Entreprenaurial Spirit Award

Allegany County lefary System

Non-Profit of the Year

Keira Shilling, Jaycees Honoree

Outstanding Young Professional
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A six-month program for high school juniors designed to educate future
leaders by helping to identify regional issues and gain a deeper understanding
of the leadership structure within and beyond Mountain Maryland.

Chairwoman: Autumn Becker

¢ Graduated the Class of 2023
e Selected the Class of 2024 and began programming
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“Thanks to the Chamber for
supporting local businesses in our
community. Local businesses
are an important foundation of our
thriving community. Frostburg
looks forward to our
continuing partnership."

City of Frostburg
Commissioner of Water, Parks, & Recreation

Uppestiray Everlly . [oqiiliive Corinillee

Membership Committee January 1st Tasked with promoting the business interests of the
Transportation Committee January 8th region as they correspond to the legislative process..

Legistatve Winpp Up
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april CHAMBER 5055

Cunberfood Coustry Cl

Education & Workforce Development Chairman: JeremyIrons

Committee January 11th

* Provided Weekly Legislative Updates January -
April

Board Retreat * Promoted Call to Action for Legislation

e Submitted 11 Letters of Support & Opposition on

Critical Matters
Golf Tournament May 3rd

Legislative Committee January 11th

Post-Legislative Wrap-Up Luncheon with
Western Maryland Delegation
* Pre-Legislative Breakfast with Western Maryland

Delegation
Lucky Ladies Night Out June 14th » Joined Federation with Maryland Chamber of
Crab Feast August 2nd Commerce )
* Participated in workgroups for FAMLI and
Local Business Showcase October 16th education and workforce
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ALLEGANY COUNTY, MD Bell Tower Building, 24 Frederick Street, Cumberland, MD 21502

301-722-2820 - www.alleganycountychamber.com
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